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                    Abstract

In early 1916 Moscow's Tretiakov Gallery found itself at the centre of a furious press debate, bitter art scandal and contentious legal inquiry as prominent Russian artists, journalists and politicians struggled over the rearrangement of the collection by the director of the Gallery, Igor Grabar. The Tretiakov was controversial because it stood at the intersection of several professional, cultural and political conflicts that all came to a head in the highly politicized public atmosphere of the Great War. Through it all, however, ran one prominent thread: a struggle over the place of modern art in Russian culture. The resolution of the Tretiakov Gallery dispute answered some long‐standing questions about the Gallery's mission and Russia's art‐historical canon, and it helped define the meaning of the Tretiakov Gallery, Russian art and modern art in Russian culture before the Revolution.
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